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Admiral had hoped to secure and take aboard
later from colliers. Nevertheless the fleet passed
through the Suez Canal and entered the Red Sea.

Fully alive to the danger of the situation, the
Naval War Board gave orders on the 29th of
June for a squadron under Commodore Watson
to start for the Spanish coast in hope of drawing
Camara back.

The alarm which had previously been created on
the American coast by the shrouded approach of
Cervera naturally suggested that the Americans
themselves might win one of those psychological
victories now recognized as such an important fac-
tor in modern warfare. The chief purpose of fu-
ture operations was to convince the Spanish people
that they were defeated, and nothing would more
conduce to this result than to bring war to their
doors. This was, moreover, an operation particu-
larly suited to the conditions under which the
United States was waging war, for publicity was
here a helping factor. Admiral Sampson, more in-
tent on immediate business than on psychological
pressure, was not enthusiastically in favor of the
plan. Nevertheless preparation proceeded with
that deliberation which in this case was part of the
game, and presently the shadow of an impending